Peripheral Issues for Children Undergoing

Treatment for a Medulloblastoma
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Eyes
Your child my have vision problems or other eye problems.  Here are some examples:

· Your child may have one eye that turns in.  This is known as Strabismus (click on the link for a more detailed definition).  The strabismus can be caused by the original surgery as some of the nerves may be damaged or stretched when the tumor was being removed.  A pediatric Ophthalmologist should be consulted.  The recommended treatment is to patch the strong eye for a few hours a day.  In rare cases with no improvement, the Ophthalmologist will operate on the eye to fix it.

· You child may experience some vision changes from the surgery and resultant treatment.  This is easily corrected with glasses.

· In some cases, your child’s ophthalmologist may see a spot on your child’s eye.  The ophthalmologist will be concerned that it is a relapse of your child’s disease.  What we found with Kallan was that it was scar tissue from the chemo that was deposited on her eye and that it would eventually disappear.  Regardless, your child should go to a special Eye Hospital such as the Wills Institute in Philadelphia, PA.
Ears

Your child could develop some hearing issues as a result of the Medulloblastoma and the resultant treatment.  Some things that could happen are:

· As part of the drug protocol, a drug known as Cisplatin is used.  One of the side effects of this drug is that it could affect the hearing ability of your child.  Your child will take frequent hearing tests to determine if the hearing has been affected.  Your Pediatric Oncologist may cut the dosage of Cisplatin if they notice the hearing is starting to be affected.

· Your child could develop fluid between their ears as a result of the cranial radiation.  If this is the case, the Otolaryngolist may decide to insert tubes into the ears to alleviate the pressure and improve your child’s hearing.

· If your child does develop some hearing loss, a hearing aid can be prescribed for your child to improve their hearing.  As a point of reference, Kallan needed a hearing aid which she chose to wear only at school to hear her teacher better.  It was pink, it never bothered her to wear it, and it certainly improved her hearing.

Thyroid/Growth Issues
Your child will develop Thyroid problems as a result of the radiation therapy.  This is easily corrected by taking what is known as Synthroid.  This will be prescribed by an Endocrinologist that your child will see a few times a year.  The Endocrinologist will also assist your child if they have any issues with growth.  Most children who go thru therapy for a Medulloblastoma will experience some growth problems.  If the problem is too severe, the Endocrinologist may speak to you about prescribing Growth Hormone to assist your child to catch up to his/her peers.
Physical Issues

Your child will probably have physical Issues as a result of either the Tumor, the surgery or the therapy.  

Problems such as:

· Balance

· Walking with a limp

· Running

· Strength issues in the leg, ankle or arms

· Complete weakness on one side of the child’s body, typically on the side the tumor was located

· Fine motor skills such as picking things up with their fingers

If your child encounters any of these issues, a physical or occupational therapist will have appointments with your child to work on these weaknesses.

These people are wonderful and will help your child with their strength.  Another tip is to have your child enrolled in a ballet class.  

This may sound a little odd, but with Kallan, her ballet instructor helped her with her balance, her strength and overall physical improvement.  

Social/School Issues:

Your child may have a problem integrating back into school due to socialization problems or due to a learning disability that develops.  This learning disability will develop if your child had Cranial/Spinal radiation as part of their protocol to fight the tumor.

So what can be done ??

· Have your child tested at the facility where their medical care was done by a Child Psychologist.  They will administer some intelligence tests to determine where your child’s weakness may lie.
· Talk to your school and have them develop what is known as a 504 Plan.  This plan will highlight what type of special services your child will need educationally and it can also incorporate physical and occupational therapy as well

· Have open and continual communication with the teacher and administration with your school.  Most schools will be more than willing to help your child, they just do not know how. They were not trained for this, so any help you provide will do them good.

· Talk to your Social Worker at your hospital and have them come in and talk to the students and the child’s teacher about what your child went thru, and the fact that your child is no different than any other boy or girl.

These are just some if the issues we encountered during our journey.  There very well could be issues that are not discussed here, and if so, consult your Pediatric Oncologist.  They will put you in contact with the correct specialist to assist you.
